
A s most of you know by now, October 31 this year marks the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation, 

commemorating the day that Martin Luther famously nailed his 95 Theses (or points for debate) on 

the church door in Wittenberg, Germany, sparking important changes in the church that continue to this 

day. Of critical importance to Luther was for followers of Jesus to trust in God’s grace alone for salva-

tion, not our own good works, and to look to the Scriptures alone as the source and norm for our faith. 

 

Here at Faith we have brought that history into the present in a number of ways this past year. 

 

One of the most ambitious projects we have undertaken is to read through the entire Old and New Tes-

taments together as a congregation. Of the perhaps 120 church members participating, at least 75 are 

using the Bible app YouVersion on their phones or tablets to do these readings which has allowed us to 

share our daily questions and insights with each other, in addition to the monthly gatherings we have to 

discuss our progress. (We’ve even had several of our meetings at local breweries, honoring Martin Lu-

ther’s interest in brewing good German beer!) We are currently about 40 weeks into the 52-week plan. 

Keep up the good work! 

 

In addition, we have gotten together on Sundays and Wednesdays for a number of relevant Bible classes 

such as a the Formula of Concord (an important Lutheran document of faith), the Briarpatch Gospel  

and Gospel Shaped Worship (both emphasizing God’s undeserved love for us), a video study entitled A 

Man Named Martin, and a bookclub discussion of Katharina Von Bora, the remarkable wife of Martin 

Luther. We also got together for a viewing of the movie Luther, followed by a German potluck dinner, 

and beginning this month our Wednesday 6:30 class will watch and discuss Rick Steves’ Luther and Ger-

many PBS programs. 
 

We’ve published here in the church newsletter a Bible memory verse-a-month, a useful way to grow in 

faith and wisdom, committing the living Word of God to heart. Remembering the value that artistic im-

ages can have for our faith and Luther’s own use of symbols such as the Luther Rose (one of our Sunday 

School art projects over the summer), we have significantly built our art collection displayed around the 

building. Celebrating Luther’s emphasis on the faith of the individual, we heard the voices of church 

members talking about their personal relationship with the Lord this Lenten season with Real Stories/

Real People, which was well-received. Recalling Luther’s oft-quoted quip that if he knew the world was 

ending tomorrow, he’d plant a tree today, we even planted two new trees out in front of our church. 

 

Earlier in the year, we made it our mission not only to dig into God’s Word ourselves but to share it with 

others. To that end, we hosted a Lutheran Hour Ministries “Everyday Evangelism” Workshop. We also 

worked together to collect 500 new and used Bibles to be distributed through the Orphan Grain Train, a 

goal we met and exceeded! It’s been a good year of not only looking back at the history of our church 

body, but living and growing in the faith today. And see inside this newsletter for more events coming up 

this month! 

 

There is absolutely no telling what the next 50 years, let alone 500, will bring for God’s Church on earth. 

But this much we know. God’s Word will continue to be true, living, and active. Christ’s gift of salvation, 

which comes to God’s people wholly unearned, will be sure. And the Holy Spirit in grace will be with us, 

no matter what comes. Our God is indeed a Mighty Fortress, and not even the gates of hell will overcome 

Christ’s Church, not ever. May we continue to honor the spirit of the Reformation by clinging to Jesus 

alone, finding Him in our love for each other, in the Sacraments and in the Holy Word. 
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Prayers 
► Health, Treatments, or Hospitalization  

Recently included in prayers:  Kiley Chancellor, Vernon Fox, Lori Hartwig, Travis Hemberger, Jim 

Hodson, Emmery Jacobitz, Richard Lyon, Larry Meyer, Wyatt Wetherbee. 

We continue our prayers for:  Dan Barber, Brittany Barnes, Marge Booth, Morgan Carver, Dan Dean, 

Ruth Durre, Grace Eckhardt, Robert Gage, Janet Hedlund, Quintyn Hendrich, Debbie Hohlfeld, Everett 

Hunt, Betty (Gene) Kort, Janet Janssen, Bev Johnson, Kande Lindberg, Royal Miller, Briella Nissen, Craig 

Parnell, Elaine Petersen, Niesje Rossi, Deb Schutte, Bernard Stanley, Trista Williams, Joel Zuellner.  
 

► In Sympathy 

We pray for the family of Mary Lantz (mother of Joe Callan & sister to Kay Perkins) at her death; Jason 

Hafer at the death of his aunt; Michael Shaw at the death of his grandmother; and Phyllis Freeburger at 

the death of her son-in-law.  May ALL those who mourn the loss of a loved one be comforted in God’s resurrec-

tion promise made through His beloved son, Jesus. 

► New Life 
We give thanks with Carlos & Brandy Tellez at the birth of a daughter; and Gerry & Randee Krueger, 

also at the birth of a daughter.  And celebrating with the newly baptized:  Abraham Henry Allen Lundy, 

son of Laura & William Henry Steven Lundy who was also baptized; Jaxson James Hackler, son of 

Stephanie & Jarred Hackler; Kaine John Middleton, son of Kira Middleton; and CerenityMae Temper-

ance Powell, daughter of Lindsay & Stoneallen Powell. May God bless these children and their families as 

they grow in knowledge and wisdom of Jesus, our Good Shepherd.   

    

                                                                                                                News and Notes 

FAITH IN ACTION - Sunday, October 1 
Faith in Action is our day of service to the community.  We are always looking for new ways to 

serve others so if you have an idea for our next day of service (in the spring) please speak with 

DCE Wade Johnson.  Here is our currently scheduled opportunities for Sunday, October 1: 

 

9:15 - Open Table Program- we will pack lunches at Faith Lutheran and deliver them to Catholic  

           Social Services. Currently our goal is 1,200 lunches. 

 

2:00 - College View Assisted Living - Elementary aged Sunday School singers will sing.  

 

2:00 - Homestead Assisted Living—members will visit and play games with residents at the Homestead.  

          We will meet in the lobby are just inside the front door..    

 

2:00 - Providence Place Memory Care Assisted Living - members will sing hymns with residents.  

          Meet in the lobby are just inside the front door.    

 

5:00 - Crossroads Rescue Mission -  we will provide a potluck meal for the residents. 

 

Register online at www.afamilyoffaith.com or in the church forum. More sites may come up so please check back. 
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October Scripture & Snacks 

Join us on Sunday, October 15 from 4-6:00pm for Scripture & Snacks at the recently opened 

Steeple Brewing (717 W. 1st St.) in downtown Hastings.  Everyone is invited to join us as we con-

tinue our Bible reading discussion and fellowship time. 

Hurricane Relief Update:  Stop by the Welcome Desk (in the forum just outside the church office) 
and pick up a list of suggested items to help those who have been affected by the hurricanes or get 
information on where to send any monetary donations.  If you have questions call the church  
office, 402.462.5044. 

http://www.afamilyoffaith.com
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Christ Lutheran (Juniata) welcomes everyone  

to a Children’s Concert featuring Dave Anderson &  

Roger Walck.  Join them on Wednesday, Oct. 18 at  

7:00 or RSVP to attend the meal at 6:00pm.  
  

 

 

 

 

                                     

      

 

 

 

                                                                                        

UNITED HARVEST FOOD DISTRIBUTION 

Saturday, October 21, 10:00-12:00 

Annex Building, 7th & Hastings 

 

The Saturday distribution days are in great need 

of more volunteer help!  Last month they helped 

supply food for over 350 area families.  If you can 

help, please choose either (or both) shifts- 9:30-12 

or 12-2. Just show up to help!  This traveling food 

pantry (brought to you by 1st United Methodist & 

1st Presbyterian churches of Hastings) is open to 

any one needing food. Bring sacks or boxes. No 

need to pre-qualify. 

Coming Soon… Honey Bears will be avail-

able early in November.  The Adams/Clay Arc  

advocates for the Rights of All Citizens with  

developmental disabilities and provides support 

for their families.  The funds from the Honey 

Bears are used for social events, resources and 

information, as well as advocacy.   

Book Group -October 12, 7-8pm  

    at Dally’s Deli - South St. location     

               

Neverhome by Laird Hunt is the story of 

one of the 400 women who chose to wear uni-

forms and fight alongside the men in the Civil War. 
 

    Reminder:  We will be compiling our 2018  

      reading list!  Bring your suggestions!    

        

COMMUNITY REFORMATION CELEBRATION  
Concordia University in Seward, Nebraska is cul-

minating their yearlong Reformation celebration 

with two special events this month. On Friday, 

October 13 at 7pm they will host a “Reformation 

Hymn Sing” at Bottle Rocket Brewery (which is, 

coincidentally, owned and operated by the brother 

of one of our church members, Robert Homp!) 

Then, on Sunday, October 29 on campus there will 

be a grand Reformation Worship with guest 

preacher Dr. Timothy Saleska from the St. Loius 

Seminary at 3:30, followed by a German Fest Din-

ner at 5:00. For more information visit https://

reformation.cune.edu. 

Quarterly Voters’ Meeting  

 

Sunday, October 8  
following the 10:30 worship service  

 

Everyone is invited to the quarterly meeting to 
hear brief reports from our Church Council about 

the ongoing mission of Faith Lutheran Church. 

Priscilla Circle meets Tuesday, Oct. 3 at 1:00pm. 

All women are invited.  Wyoma DeVries is the Octo-

ber hostess and will give the devotion.   

Lutheran Laymens League Zone 8 Fall Rally 

October 8, 2017 at Christ Lutheran, Juniata 

Registration will begin at 5pm with dinner at 6pm.  

Cost is $13 per person 
 Reservations: Greg Krueger, 402-469-6591 by Oct. 1 

           Get ready as the countdown to  

           our Nov. 11 church bazaar begins!   

           Mark your calendars and save the  

           date!  All proceeds raised will be given 

to the Concordia Seminary Fund.  ***Theme baskets 

& services go up for silent auction beginning Oct 22! 

October’s Church Council Meeting will take 
place one week later than usual - Oct. 26  
(instead of the 19th) due to the All Professional 
Church Workers Conf. on Oct. 19-20. Thanks! 

         Thank You Notes 

  

MANY THANKS for the prayers and condolences 

shared at my mom’s death.  What a comfort to be 

surrounded by a family of Faith during sad and diffi-

cult times! Memorials given from Faith members 

will be used to support Heifer International and the 

Wayne State College Foundation. God bless you!            
                                      Vicki & Phil Fisher & family 

 

WE WANT TO THANK all those who contribute to 

the Hastings Food Pantry!  Grocery carts in the fo-

rum and the back of the sanctuary stand ready to 

receive your contributions.  To date we have col-

lected 1,454 pounds of food to help combat hunger! 

More News & Notes 

https://reformation.cune.edu
https://reformation.cune.edu


                                                PAGE 4 VOLUME 40–NO. 10   

The Soul Patrol is Faith’s 7-8th gr.  
youth ministry that meets twice a  
month for service and fellowship 
 

October 4, 7:30pm — Soul Patrol 2018 Mission  
      Trip informational meeting! 
                                        Meet in the fellowship hall. 

     
 
 
                            
           

    

                                   

 

   

 

 

XYF 2018 Summer  

Mission Trip  

informational meeting 

 

Wednesday, Oct. 11  

at 7:30pm  

in the fellowship hall.             

Sunday School offerings continue, 

through October, to be desig-

nated to our Compassion 

Child, Freddy Victorio San-

chez- Sanchez.  

 

Join us each  
Sunday morning at 
9:15 AM as we dig 
into God’s Word! 
Classes are avail-
able for all ages!  

Want more 
info...call us! 

Kids & 

Teens 

                NEBRASKA DISTRICT YOUTH GATHERING 
                               NOVEMBER 17-19 

 

Registration forms should be turned in  

Oct. 4, 2017, along with the student cost  

of $150.  Partial scholarships are available if 

students are unable to pay the full amount.  

Please call Vicki at the church office if you 

have any questions. 

The Children’s Christmas program  
             December 10, 2:00pm 
We will be practicing music for the children’s Christ-

mas program during the Sunday School music time 

beginning October 15 and during Weekday School on 

Nov. 1, 8, & 15.  There will also be two Saturday morning practices - 

Dec. 2 & 9. If you are interested in a speaking part please talk to 

DCE Wade Johnson or to Music Director Jean Davis. 

    Sunday School Music 

All children, ages 3 through 6th 

grade will continue to meet in 

the sanctuary at 9:15 on Sunday 

mornings to start off the Sunday 

School hour with some fun faith 

songs.  Parents, please mark 

your calendars...the children 

will sing on Faith in Action Sun-

day (Oct. 1) at College View at 2 

pm and then continue on.  We 

will also sing at the 10:30 ser-

vice on Sunday, Oct. 8. 

   Sunday, October 22nd 
        2:00PM @ Pastime Lanes 

    Cost $5.00 for games & shoes.                      

  Bring a friend and get ready for  

           some extreme bowling! 
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       ADULT EDUCATION IN OCTOBER 

Sundays   

 

THE SUNDAY LESSONS [E-100]- Room 101- 9:15AM 
 This class takes an in-depth look at the scripture lessons taken from the Sunday morning readings.   
   

GOSPEL SHAPED WORSHIP [P-201]- Fellowship hall 9:15AM    

   This course is aimed at refreshing your sense of God’s love for us in Christ so that every aspect of your 

 community life might be shaped by the gospel and lead you to glorify the God who supplies His grace 

 so abundantly in Jesus. Class leader is Richard Wildhirt. 
 

BASIC BIBLE TRUTHS [P-100]- Room 11  -  9:15AM– 9 week (class began September  24) 

   This class serves as adult confirmation for those wishing to become new members.  It is also attended 

 by members who want a review of our faith and teachings. Pastor Josh leads this class. 
 

PARENT TO PARENT [P-300]- Room 102-103 -  9:15AM 

   This gathering of moms and dads are setting goals, learning practical models for family devotions and 

 prayer time...are discussing hot button topics… and practice techniques designed to help parents 

 achieve respectful relationships with their children. Class leader is Adeline Johnson. 

 

Tuesdays 

 

MEN’S BREAKFAST BIBLE STUDY [C-100]- Ray’s Café - 7:00AM 
 Join the men’s group at Ray’s Café for coffee or breakfast and a time of study and discussion.  All men 

 are welcome!  Contact Bill Henkel, 402-461-6624 with questions. 

 

Wednesdays 

 

MORNING BIBLE STUDY [P-200]- 9:00am- Room 11 

 We start the hour with fellowship, prayer, devotion, and a song. We then turn our conversation to the 

 sermon from the Sunday past.  Soon you'll find yourself listening better on Sundays, eager to visit 

 with these friends, and thinking about God’s Word all week long. Pastor Paul leads this group 
          

EVENING BIBLE STUDY–  [H-300] - 6:30pm- Room 102-103 
 Have you ever visited Germany and seen any of the famous Martin Luther sites? We’ll make a virtual 

 visit with veteran travel guide Rick Steves, a Lutheran himself, whose PBS video “Luther and the  

 Reformation” as well as the shorter “Germany’s Hamburg and the Luther Trail” take us to historic 

 locations and review important Lutheran and world history. Pastor Paul will lead this class. 
 

 

                     October Verse of the Month                          

                                                                    – Philippians 3:7 

 

“But whatever gain I had I counted as 

loss for the sake of Christ.” 

 
 

 

Just prior to this verse, the apostle Paul has given a 

list of some of his religious credentials. He was de-

scended from God’s chosen people of Israel, followed 

all the traditions, lived the right way and eagerly 

sought to follow God’s law. But now, Paul writes, he 

counts all of that as loss—worthless!—in comparison 

to knowing Jesus. No matter how important, intelli-

gent, wealthy, powerful, respected, or well-off you 

might be, next to having Christ it is just garbage (see 

verse 8). “Who is sweeter than Christ Jesus? No good 

thing in him I lack! Hand to plow, at peace I follow 

where he leads me… why look back?”  

 

                                       - - (Lutheran Service Book #753) 

 

 

 

 

“ But whatever 

gain I had  

I counted as loss  

for the sake  

of Christ.” 
 

              -- Philippians 3:7 

 
 

                        October 2017 
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2017 Church Council 

Chairman:  Doug Koopman          Vice Chairman:  Dan Klammer 

Treasurer:  Adam Jacobitz              Recording Secretary:  Carol Loetterle 

Board of Education: Tarin Wademan, Patty Ocker, Becky Hamik 

Board of Evangelism:  Lois Janssen, Darin Clark, Bill Henrichs 

Board of Family Life:  Jenny Sidlo, Della Bader, Melissa Schmidt 

Board of Finance: Rick & Deb Runyan, Mitch & Brenda Stocker, Ken Young,  

                                         Scott Hansen, Linda Venteicher, Jim & Doll Wiegel 

Board of Lay Ministry:  Cole Bulas, Tim Uden, Ellen Jank, Gaylen Stahl, 

                Ron Haase, Becky Schutte 

Board of Trustees:  Eileen Saathoff, Doug Ahrens, Donna Alber, Dan Michel, 

               John Thom, Jeff Grabill 

Board of Stewardship: Rick Rail, Eric Arneson, Vacant 

Staff of  

Faith Lutheran Church 
Office – 462-5044 

www.aFamilyofFaith.com 

(includes all email addresses) 

 

Paul T. Dunbar, Pastor 

462-9551 (Home) 

 

Josh Davis, Pastor 

402-705-0874 (Cell) 

 

Wade Johnson, D.C.E. 

463-8670 (Home) 

 

Vicki Fisher, D.C.E. 

462-0194 (Home) 

 

Support Staff 

Cindy O’Donnell, Secretary 

Deb Henkel, Bookkeeper 

Angie Nissen, Custodian 

Our Mission Statement:  Faith Lutheran Church is the body of Christ,  
called to be the caring hands and loving voice of Christ in this world.  

2017 

  “From infancy you have known the Holy Scripture 

       which are able to make you wise for salvation 

       through faith in Christ Jesus.” -- 2 Timothy 3:15  

http://www.aFamilyofFaith.com

